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GUESSING  CONTEST.

We shall distribute 8500 in cash prizes
as an extra preminm to club-raisers, The
competition consists in a guessing match
as to the receipis of the United States
21 (iuesses must

sived by Jan. 29, and every club-

Treasury Jan. next.

he T

raiger is entitled to one guess foreach sub-
seription sent in.

Full particulars —vill be fonnd on page 8
of this issue.

Some have already sent in their guesses,
and the reeord will be kept, although they
nead not hurry abont pntting in the guesses,
becanse any time will do for their reception
by us up to the date mentioned above.

No opportunity should be lost, however,
to send

as manv chances to guess as possible

in subseribers in onder to have

when the time comes.
The receipts for the United States Treas-
ury for last week were as follows: Monday,

$£1,814,167;

$2.017.815; Tuesday, $L.449,1 Wednes-

day, $1.0655,700; Thursday,

Friday, 1,522,080 Satarday, 1,965,380,

Corp'l Bob’s Christmas Gift

—T0 HIS—
Old Missus, and How the Com-
" pliment Was Returned.

BY CAPT. FREE S. BOWLEY,

We shall publish, next week, a
very interesting Christmas story,
written expressly for THE NA-
TIONAL TRIBUNE by Capt. Free
S. Bowley, 30th U. S. C. T,
author of the “Boy Lieutenant
m a Black Regiment.” The
scene is laid in Virginia, with
the Union troops besieging
Petersburg, in December, 1864,
and the hero is Corp’l Bob
Dowen.

THE way our officers are gathering in
saunon, ammunition, muskets, and pris-
oners in the Philippines has a far-ofl re-
semblance to evenls immediately after
Appomatiox.

THE Muacabebes promise well to become
useful citizens of the Philippines. They
flght well, are amenable to discipline, and
can be trusted. They are a tribe which
seems 1o have a future,

QUITE naturally. Mr. Roberts feels sure
that the very foundation stones of
bulwark of liberty will be knocked out if
he is denied his seat. He says that Utah
is only the thin, entering wedge, and the
greater States are sure to follow. Since
the formation of our Government seyeral
hundred men who have been choked off
from Congressional salaries and mileage,
have felt the same way, quite as strongly
as Mr. Roberts, but somehow the bulwark
of our liberties does not show a crack any-
where,

our

THE Pension Burean has no excuse for
delay in the dificulty of obtaining a elaim-
aut’s military record from the War Depart-
ment. According to the report of
Ainsworth, the Chief «f
Pension Office of the War
which those inquiries

Gen.
the Record and

Department, to
are referred, 96 per
cent. of the crlls received during the vear
were answered within 24 hours of their
receipt, and at the close of business at the
end of the year not one remained unan-
swered.

INDIAN fighting in the Far West seems
to have been pretty good schooling for work
in the Philippines, Otis, Bates, Wheaton,
Lawton, MacArthur, Schwan, and every
other officer who has gained any promi-
nence are all veteran Indian fighters who
made good reconds fighting, chasing and
overcoming far more dangerous foes than
the Filipinos, If, for example, Sitting
Bull had been able to rally around him one-
tenth ns many Sioux as Aguinaldo had of
Filipinos, the Regular Army would have
had 10 be increased to 100,000 men.

THE way the people flocked {o Nashyille
ywelcome the Tennessee regiment seems a
" good indication as to the Southern

pension expenditures ™ stop to retlect that
against this.
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ing.

and town in the country is simply bey:
perity.
plot to tighten the money market; strikes

of selfish finnneiers and the misfortunes
Talke, for example, the State of Ohio:
who receive every yvear $15,456.006.00,

ment to ench County of 8175.6308.

in the whole County, no matter what he

him good wages than he would be were it

Wall street panies. or bankers' schemes
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he may say for the purpozes of argument,

tain traffics, than to secure the revenue,

was a mere fiction. Before the war with
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those to whom it is overwhelmingly inds

economic and moral purposes,

THE UNIVERSAL BENEFIT OF PENSION EXPENDITURES.

Few who read and are influenced by the constant lirade ngainst the ** burden of

chanies and artisans of the whole country.

who have stores and shops, large or small,
ment, fumily supplies, drugs and medicines, who practice medicine or
dentistey, who run blacksmith, earpenter or other shops, or who are, in short, doing
anything useful for the community in which the pensioners live.

Entirely differing from any other elass of Government creditors, the pensioners
immediately spend every dollar that is paid them direetly among their neighborsin

The direct benefit of this to the husines

up in vanlts, bankers may put the screw

coming into town every three monihs, upon which husiness can be done.

would make an average of 1,200 pension

Then there is the question of “ the burden on the tax-payers.”

which the Government receives about $2,000,000 a vear.
restrain the production and sale of bogus butter and cheese, and the revenue part

beor, and the manufacture and gale of bopgus butter and cheese.
with the proceeds of those duties was a secondary question.
duties was the main thing and in this they

there is a much greater fuct to be offset

That is, the incaleulable, incomputable, but nevertheless direct and
positive, dollars-nnd-cenis value of the periodieal disbursements for pensions to the
werchunts, retail dealers of all kinds, physicians and professional men, the me-

It is they who, in the end, receive the
In a very little while every dollar of the

$110.000,000 annally paid ont for pensions finds its way into the pockeis of men

who sell dry-geods, clothing, shors, hals,

They are the very opposite of the bondholder, who
takes his Interest to pay the expenses of himself and family in Europe; or the con-
tractor who locks his gold and greenbacks up in the vaults of a®safety deposit com-
pany, or some other mun who may expend his check on the sub-treasury in silks
The pensioner's dollars are all for the prime
necessaries of life, such as his nelghboms around him make their living by supply-

s men and artisans of every village

nd computation or exrressing. It isa

mighty power to keep money in healihiful ¢ireulation and promote generil pros-
Capitalists may gol frightened, cluteh all the money in reach and lock it

5 on “ necommodations,” operators miy

mavioeenr to stop work and wages; mills

may shut down; crops may fail; grasshoppers devour; flonds waste and hurri-

canes devastiate, but so long as pensions are paid there will be some ready money

There

- - - - - - - ‘ - - .
will be money in cirenlation which will be independent alike of the manipulations

o trades and agriculture.

There are 105,027 pensioners in the State

Asihere are 88 Connties in the Siate, this

irs to ench County, and an avernge pay-

That is, the Treasury distribules among the
peaple of each County in Ohio an average of $12,9006 every three months.

Can there be any overestimation of the bepefits which flow to every merchant,
every shapkeeper, every retail dealer, every mechanie, every artizan, of the quarterly
payment of this great sum directly to the people of the County? There is not 2 man

does, or what business he is engaged in,

but within a very short lime after pension day gels some of this money In his pocket.
Even if he is only a day-laborer he finds some ona more ready to hire him and pay

not for this,

And the certainty that this money will come—that it can not be prevented by
. or trade disturbances, or crop failures,
enables men of all kinds to go ahead and make their arrangements with a degree of
eonfidence which they otherwise wonld not have,
this money passes into cirenlation and from hand-to-hand among all classes, it does
more good than millions would if doled!out through the timid and stringent methods

From the quickness with which

No matter what
every decently informed man knows that

the fund from which pensions are pmd is not the slightest burden on any tax-payer.
As a rule, the customs duties and internal revenue duties were imposed and are
maintained more for the protection of American industry, and the regulation of cor-

Take, for example, oleomargarine, from
This tax was levied to

Spain ealled for extraordinary expendi-
to return to the people the money it was

obliged to collect to protect Ameriean manufactures, and to regnlate the whisky, beer
The people demanded that eertain duties be imposed on im-
ported gonds, and on the distillation and sale of whisky, the brewing and sale of

What was done
The imposition of the

woere resolate.  The expenses of the

Spanish war are now being rapidly met, and we shall soon relurn to the same con-
“The burden on the tax-payer”™ is the most ahsurd of partizan fletions,
In paying pensions the Government is not only meeting its just obligations to

‘bted, hut incidentally it has 4t upon the

most effective way in which to return to the whole people, without partiality or
favoritism, the money it is compelled by a mandate of the people to eollect for

WHY IT WAS DISAPPOINTING.

In the hurry of going to press last week
we could only say of the refereace to pen-
sions in the President's Message that it
“was distinetly disappointing.”

Now we shall gay why it was so.

The bitter discontent of the veferans and
their friends with the maladministration of
the Pension Bureau is now more than six
vears old. It began in 1893 when Cleve-
land, Hoke Smith, and Wm. Lochren
began their ernel work of disemboweling
the pension laws, and particularly the act
of June 27, i880. The bitterness increased
as these men perfected their work, and by
1806 became an overwhelming sentiment,
which expressed itself
at the polls. President MeKinley, and
all those who were candidates with him

most  vigoronsly

that year, syvmpathized with the discon-
tent, and promised sweeping reforms if
entrusied with power. They were suc-
cessful at the polls, and Henry Clay Evans
Was of FPensions,
presumably to carry out the pre-election
promises, vestige of
Clevelandizgm, Hoke-Smithism, and Loch-

made Commissioner

“obliterate  every

renism,” and restore the administriation
of the pension Iaws to what it had been
under President Harrison, Secretary Nobie
Instead «of
doing this Mr. Evans has continued vir-
tually every obnoxious rule, regulathon,
and practice of Lochren, and in meny
instances intensified and harshened them.
It has been made even harder to get justice
under Fvans than it was under Lochren,
though the veterans and their widows are
now gix years older, and therefore incom-
parably more deserving of speedy action
on their claims,

Naturally, therefore, the bitterness of
discontent has gone on increasing, and
been sharpened by the feeling that the
veterans and their widows have been the
vietims of ingratitude and doceit,

Out of the multitude of well-sustained
allegations and charges against the ad-
Bureau the
President selected but one for discussion
and recommendation, and that one far
from the most important. How muoch
income a widow may have before It dis-
gquulifies her for a pension is, after all, of
much less consequence than the determina-
tion not to allow her a pension at all, if it
can be avoided, and the quibbling about
income is but one of the many devices em-
ployed to defeat her claim. Still further,
this is not & matter for Presidential or Con-
gressional action, but for the Secretary of
the Interior or the Commissioner of Pen-
Evans has been elaiming that he
could not depart from the limitation, be-
cause it was “a Departmental rule” —that
is, the work of his official superior, the
Seeretary of the Interior.
cunning evasion, because Commissioner
Raum, a very able lawyer, and who had
been the best Commissioner of Internal
Revenue we ever had, saw no difliculty
in granting a pension o a widow, though
she might have un income of $400 or 8500
a year. At most the rule of $96 was laid
down by Asslstant Secretary Reynolds,
presumably on the recommendation of

and Commissioner Raum,

ministration of the Pension

slons,

'‘u Expansion.

Commissioner Locliren, and if there had

This wus n i

been any genuine desire on the part of
either the present Commissioner of Pen-
sions or the Secretary of the Interior to pget
rid of it, they could have done so with
the greatest ease and It is
in the highest degree absurd to think
that Congressional action is8 necessary,

resdiness,

Even Evans has not made such a claim
until recently, but sheltered himself be-
hind the Secrelary of the Interior.

As we have said before, this, after all.
is far from being the'only grievance, or the
most important.  Itis only one of the great
number of solid bases for complaind, It
does not touch the gonl-wearing delays
in adjudicating elaims, the dreary maze
of sharp, petiifogging quibbles and chi-
canery resorled to to defeat
and prevent veterans from getting what
the law intends that they shall have. It
does not approach the heart or motive of the
107,900 rejections which disfigured the
records of the Pension Bureau last year,

allowaneces

and carried sarrow to homes in every part
of the land.

A STARTLING ANNOUNCEMENT,

There is 5o muech “bluff™ and insinesrity
about European that every
ulterance of o statesman or politician has
1o be carefully scrutinized to understand
what it really means. But Engligh states-
men usually keep much closer to the actual
facts than those of Continental Nutions.
Naturally, therefore, Joseph Chamberlain
startled the world with an announcement
last week of an alliance of the United
States, Great Britain, and Germany. In
the presence of such a league everyhody
else would have to take a back sent and
sing small. Resistance to what it desired
would be simply out of the question.  With
their wealth. intel-
lectual. moral, and physical, and their
power to concentrate all of these upon a
given object, no one eountry or combina-
tion of countries would think of geriously
opposing them. The world would be at
their feet to do with as they pleaged.  Nut-
urally, such a statement provoked a flood
of comment and criticism, The French,
Austrian, and Italian papers were very
much excited, as they had reason to be.
The and

diplomacy

limitiess resources,

German English papers were
divided, some approving and the others
disapproving. The Amcerican journals
were more indiferent.  Few of them be-
lieved it. There is little need or use for
such an alliance on our part. With o
strong and eflicient navy we can take care
of ourselves and all that concerns us,
without any assistance from anybody,
We have no business with anything that
goes on in Europe, and with the Niearagun
i(':mnl dug, and enough ships to fuke care
of our communications with our island
possessions we can let the rest of the world
struggle out as best it can.  Mr. Chamber-
lain has since modifled his statement to o
“mutual understanding.” instead of alli-
ance. No one in the three great Nations
ean object to that. They all stand for the
highest development of true civilization,
and anything that they agree ought to he
done in the promotion of that civillzu-
tion will be accomplished.

WouLp Aguinaldo have ever suceceded

Copyrightid, 1509, by the publisliers of Tire NaTiaNaL
TrINUNE

A Mission of Vengeance by the East Tennes-
seeans Leads to the Breaking of the Rebel
Lines, :

The point at which the 200th Ind. had
estnblished itself was not more than 300
feet from the relwls.  The two foroes were
80 close together that the murmur of con-
versation could be heard, and words spoken
in a slightly higher tone were plaindy
andible,

At that proximity, with the bright moon- |
light, aml both lines filled with savagels
alert men, the projection of so much as half
an inch of the head, body, or limbs beyond
the sheltering ! vas sure to bring a
shot which would hit. The screen ol
codar bushes proved a belier Lo tion
to the 200th Ind, than the head s Were
to their enemies.  The slits under the hearl-
lowrs showed shifting Hgins and dark shad-
aws, when those behnnd rose up, or o !
them, whicelh the Indianians quickly learnet |
to notice, and to get in fipe shots. &0 the
other hand, the eedar brush was eonfusing
and the rebels soon grew weary of shooting
at the shaking branches, when they real-
izedd that these were shaken purposcly,
in order to draw their fire, and get them
to expose themselves to return shots,

An angry outhurst of firing had Tollowed
the killing of the Colonel, but this was
more passionato  than well-directed, and
cost the rebels far more injury than they
inflictisd.  Tha 200th Ind. kept closely
uniler cover, and took instant advantage ol
any wrathful recklessness on the part of
their foes,

The number of casualties among the
rebels soon tamed them down, and their
firing ceased, excopt when the irrepressi-
hle Pete, Sandy, Monty, Hurr{. Gid and
Alf would stir things up by shaking the
bushes, and talking loudly, as if th!-. regi-
ment were preparing for acharge. Sosoon
had even those fresh, green school-boys
become accustomed to the continuous,
close, bloody, desperate work of the long
Atlanta campaign that they regardel
tricking the rebels into firing a fruitless
volley as a lively practical joke.

There was nono of this boy-play, how-
ever, for the East Tennesseeans. There
was no room in their hearts for aught but
black, vengeful thoughts. At last had
come a chanes to wreak their rankling
hatred upon men who had been ?’l’ﬂ(‘
cuting them and theirs for years, It was
unbearable to them that the men over there
actually lived, and when they recognized
a voice there came with it burning memoties
of insults and wrongs that made them as
fierce, cunning, and artful as hungry
panthers to slay the men they heard sprak.

“Ole Majuh Ben Whitehouse's done
tuck command o' the rijimint," Basil
Peters explained to Si, as they listened
to the orders,  “He's a mouty sight pizener
'n ole Cugnell Bill Gilmartin,  Bill Gill-
martin eould be half-white at times, "speci-
ally when he had only about three jiggers
o' likker aboard, and felt jist good an’
comfortable like. But Majh Ben While-
house hain't no streak o' goodness in him
at any time, no more'n a rattlesnake has.
Ho's a lanlern-jawed, flint-hearted lnwyer,
with no more red Blood in him than a spake.
His front testl, long and white, stick oul
like a snake’s when he's a-gwine ter strike,
an’ Ben's allersgready ter strike.  He's
got little red eyes jist like a snoke's, fur
they never seem ter shet, Ben comes
from the po’ white trash up on the heml-
witers of the Holston, Them big rebels
‘round Knoxville done tuck him up, an’
musle him’ think that he wuz somelody,
an’ he done pays "em by bein® meaner’n
a catamount ter respectable Union people
down in_the valleys, who nacherully de-
,sinm-l him_an' his ornery, @ ng-diggin’
=

1if'less folka.”

“¥o' must let me have him. Baz," said
Brice Wolf, with set teeth. “Yo' done got
Cunnel Bill Gilmartin, but 1 must have
Ben Whitehouse., Yo' recolleck he done
burned my daddy 'sstable bekase he couldn’t
ketch me, an' arter he'd done kotehed me
he tucked me up an’ whipped me” The
Tennesseean’s sallow cheek burned at the
thought of the cruel indignity.

“Yes, he's yvore meat. Yo' kin have
him,” returned Peters. “But be mouty
sho' yo' git him. 1 feel as if we'uns ortent
ter o ter sleep as long us he cumbers the
airth.”

“That's his voice now,” hissed Brice
Wolf, “but he's safe hehind that e'er twin
oak jist bevant the works.”

Thin, nasal tones floated from the di-
rection indicated:

“Keep eool, men. Don't shoot until
vou're certain of hitting something. Lay
ow. and save your cartridges.  We hain't
none to waste, and no Yankee alive's
worth more'n one.  Let him have it just
where it'll settle him."”

“I'm laying fer vo', Ben Whitehouse,
vo' mangy red fox, " shouted Briee Wolf,
“I've got an account ter settle with yo'.
Hit's me, Brice Wolf.”

“0), vou needn’t wll me who yvou are, vou
Hinwassee alligator.” returned the other
seornfully. “I'd know that dry-axle screech
of yvours :mmn‘; a thousand. I'm lavin®
for you, too, and I'll get yvou, too. Stiggins,
you and Mapes keep a speeinl watch for
thut Lincolnite deserter, and put his light
out at the first opportunity.”

The men indicated fired a couple of shots
in oledienee to this order, aiming st the
sound of Walf's voice, who laughed sar-
donically at their failure to hit him.

“He stuck his ugly mug out atween the
forks o' that ‘ere twin oak when he gin
the arder, Brice,” said Baz, “But he tuck
hit back so quick I didn't git no chance
to shoot. 1 he does hit agin, I'm a-gwine
ter git him without regurd ter yore first
hiel.”

The gentle wind that had been blowing
suddenly increased to a gust, which brought
up a mass of black clouds, quenching
the hright moonlight in a thick pall of
inky, darkness. Then the rain began to
fall in torrents. 1t rained most of the
time on the Atlanta campaign, but this
wis one of the deluges that came up un-
n‘x]u-vlmi]_\', llll"l seemed 1o ‘.lh'P OCEILNS
of water within a few minutes. Every
one cowered under it, to wait until it spent
its force. But it continued as if it would
never quit.  The men crawled out of (he
ditches, and lay flat on the ground, with
their puns and their precious cartridgpo-
hoxes under them, as the best protection
they could give their ammunition. In
the midst of, the noise of the dashing rair
came u voicg from the wo ks in front; .

“Say, Yanks, air yo'un: drownded out?”

wr

“Mighty nigh,” answered Si, “How
is it wjth you?
“Plumb_drownded. What do vo'uns

say ter a King's ex till yo'uns and we'uns
kin dreen off the water, No shootin’ till
the rain's over?” e

“All right,”  answered Si promptly.
“You stay inside your works, and we'll
stay inside our'n.  We want to do a little
drainuge ourselves,”

“All righte Hit's a go. No shootin®
now till we pnss the word, and we'uns 'l
stay whar we air.”

In a moment evervbods on bath sides
sprung up, and with shovels, picks, bayveo-
nets, half-canteens, case-knives, and whai-
ever other implements were handy, began
cutting ditches to drain awav tiw water
which filled sthie trenches behind the lines
and threatened to literally drown them
They worked hard as long as the rain
lasted, and succesded in gelting clear of
all the water but that which was falling.

Presently the min ceased almost as sud-
denly as it had begun, the clouds drifted
away, and the moon came out brightly,
reveujing the two lines standing up behind
tllnlmr works, looking curiously at each
olhwer.

*Much obliged, Johnnies,” said Si with a
wave of his hand.  “But hunt your holes.
We're goin' to begin business agin.”

_“All right, Yank,” said the other, as the
line dropped behind the bank. “So long,
\\'al-s':ulm (| aoeﬁ'u;;um later,”

Joth sides fired sputtering volleys

show that the littls tll'w:e wug c:uh.sd}. ‘::mtfil

in organizing a real standlag army?

8lso Lo see whether their guns would go off,

*T ketched sight o' Mamh Ben \\'i..’au-T

s¢ when the moon come oub,” said)
Wolf, as he settlisd himself into the
miud in (he diteh.  “He's behind them thor |
twin onks fur sartain. He jumped hack
behind 'em when the Sarjint hellered. |
11 git i vit, for slio”, dod blast his ornery
hide.”

Something to the far right attmeled
Basil Peter's atteniion, and he crawled
over 0 examine it. He presently came
back on his hands and knees, und said to
Brice Woll:

“Thar's a gully over thar that runs
clean acrost they'uns’s lines inter our'n.
Hit's now runnin’ bauk full o' water, like
a tail-race. They'uns had hit full o
brush and truck, but now that's swep’
down inter a big pile agin our lines, leavin'
the gully free o evervthing but water.
The banks air deep enough ter screen a
man, and if yvo! wait a litle hit till the!
waler rins out some, Yo' Kin sunke along
tinder kivver o the banks, an’ come ter whar
I think vo' kin have the dewl-wood on
Mujuh Ben Whitehiouse, n-setiin® behind
them twin oaks. By rights, I orter have
the fust shy at him, sence I found the |
wny, bhul 'l let vo° o fust, an® T°1 r“}l!"'.:
and try ter git the drop on Cap'n Jack |
Wines, who's the next in mnk: H

“T'll go Bit,” said Brice Wolf, “I'll go to|
the gates o' hell fur a goind, fa'r chiance ter
kill Ben Whitehouse.” He wiped off his
gun and begnn carefally loading it

“What's that yon say abont that guleh
cuttin® aerost their lines? asked Si, with
deep interest, and wleing aroand a little
o gel a goodd view of the rushing torrent |
“1 believe in my soul it does. ot iCs Tull
o' water pow, and you can't do nothin®
i it

“But the waler Il run out in hall an

Bour or so, il it don’t rain no more,” sug-
;r-r---ll Shorty, who began 10 see possis
1| .
“Conldn't o lot of us slip along under
cover o the banks, and git where we could
lake them fellers in the rear and rattle "emn
for goodness” suke, while the boys et inlo
"em from the front?” suggested St

“The rowrin® water 'd keep 'em from
hearin® the noise we'd make,” said Shorty.
“I'm up for anything. This layin® in the
mud waitin® and watchin® and pot-shootin's

gittin® mighty monotonous. I want a

change that got’s some life in it to wingd
up this pleasant moonlight night, Go
over to the Captain, Si, and ask him to let
us try it."

“Look hyah, Mister,” said Peters, jeal-
ously,” Idone found that thar place, and've
ot the fust right ter hit. Hil's fur me
ani’ Brice thar,  If yo'uns all go stompin’
over thar, like n boneh o steers, yo'uns ‘|
spile everything. let me and Brice go,
an’ arter we'uns air through our work,
vo'uns kin do what yo' please. But kKeep
quiet. Don't go cavortin' around, an’
drawin’ they'uns ‘s attention ter the place.”

“All right, you and your partner shall
o first,” said Si, who had come back.
“The Captain sayvs that is we think there
is a chanece we Kin try it. When we gil
ready, he'll have a fire opened up at the
other end o' the line, to draw their atten-
tion. But I don’t know as that’s neces-
sary. If they're as tired and sleepy as
the boys on this side, they won't be keepin'
a sharp lookout anywhere, and that chance
is inyour favor. It's nigh midnight, now,
and they tmust be mighty sleepy. after the
racket we've bin givin® 'em all day.”

Dead stiliness reigned along the lines,
only broken by tho sound of the waler
rushing through the gully, and occasion-
al shots far away to the right and left by
dozing men, fallen asleep under over-

wwering fatigue, which yet could not
janish tl{le haunting sense of danger.
The moon, Iarpie as a cart-wheel, and
glorious in her fullness, flooded the damp
earth with her silvery light, and seemed to
breathe love, and peace and gentleness,
utterly at variance with the tumult and
strife of the day.

Si rememberid that the moon shone just
that way over the wet fields at home, one
night after a welcome rain which put new
life into the corn and wheat, and he walked
home with Annabel down the lane which
ledd from his father’s house to her father’s.
Pugliiles of water lay along the ground, as
now, and he felt the first flushings of his
voung love and care for her, as he guided
her steps past them, and helped her over the
warst places,  And there had been some-
thing thrilling in the sweetly responsive
way in which she yvielded to and accepted
his guidance and help. It was the definite
heginaing of the feeling that they belonged
to onie another, and would travel thus down
that infinite lane which leads to eternity,
He put bis hamd in his bosom and touched
Annabel’s picture. as he had grown into
the habit of doing, when face-to-Tace with
imminent erises.  His Inst thought would
be of her before the whirlwind of action
which swould end God alone knew how.

Something of the same thoughls posses-
sed Shorty. For a few minutes he took
his eyves off the line in front, sat upright
bhehind his bushy sereen, elosed them, put
his hand on the precious packet which
contained his souvenirs of Maria, and
abandoned himself o thoughts of her, now
sleeping in maidenly beauty and innocence
in t]lml dear old farmhouse in the Valley of
the Wabash. Dominant ovir every other
was the burning (}unal.icm asked himself a
hundred thousand times, “How much and
in what way does she care for me?”" and the
q-wr—ru-urrinﬁ answer, “It don't make no
difference, d give more for her least
liking ilg:m the most any other girl could
give me.”

His thoughts were hroken in upon by
Basil Peters erawling up and whispering:

“Thar's four on we'uns a-gwine ahead,
Fust Brice, then me, then Wils Brooks, then
Eph Young.” -

“That puts me and Shorty too fur be-
hind,” demurred Si. “We're non-com-
missioned oficers, and by rights orter go
first. bt T give wiy to vou and Brice, )
won't to no more,”

“But, Mister,” pleaded Basil Peters,
“we four've each gol o man we'uns air
achin® ter git. We'uns mayvn’t be likely ter
it 'em in the jinerul ruction.  Let we'uns
o fust and gil *em sho' and hand, and then
vo'uns kin have all the rest. Yo'uns kin
pill-'iu the whole army then, if you keer
ter.”

“Well. go alicad,” yvielded Si.

“Here, Pete,” said Shorty, waking that
vouth from his uneasy slumber i the
mud, “von and Sandy stay back and tuke
care of the blankets and haversacks. Harry,
wiake up Monty, Alf and Gid there, and
crawl along behind me and Si. Don’t
make no more noise than a eat,  Sandy,
slip down to the Orderly-Sergeant, and tell

him we're startin'.”

“1 want to go. too,” beggal Pete,

“No," said Shorty authoritatively. “You
stay behind. Somebody must stay be-
hind, and as this is man's work it'd better
ba vou."

“You always make me stay behind,”
almost whimperad Pete.

The brushwood and stuff which had
been wushed out of the gulch formed a big
clump against the Union line, and behing
this the four Tennesseeans and Si and
Shorty gathered.  Lying flat on the ground
in their rear, were Harry, Alf, Gid and
Monty, and others of Co. Q,as they awak-
ened, crawled along mﬂncm in the rear,
read y for an instant rush,

Sicarefully surveyed the guleh, as far
a4 he conld, without attracting the notice of
the rebels. It was a yard or more wide,
and probably three feet deep, with rough,

from either sile. 'The abatis on the banks
afforded additionnl protection.  The main
danger was the rebels might have noticed
the opening madde by the guleh, and huve
squad stationed 1o fire along its lengtl.
On this they would have b tuke tieir
chanoces.

“I'hey may have a whole company lnyin'
for us at the head o'the gulch,” 51 whispersd
to Shorty. 7

“Well, if they have, thev have, that’s all”
refurned his partner. “We've got to take
the risk.  [t's worth it. Woar's rigky I-ll'-'_;—
ness, at best, and one risk more ur less don’t
matter.”

The guleh had been running nearly hank
full, but the water had now snisided nntil
it waas less than o foot in ul»-]rlh._hlli still
conrsing with great force and noise,

“Better resk hit now,” said Basil Peters.
imputiently  probing the water, “The
longer we wait the more chances thore'll be
agin we'nns, amnd the longer them skunks 's
alivin’., let's git at "em."”

“i1o ahend,” answernd Si, i

Fixing their bayonets, and capping their
fresh-losided guns, the °)
by one, let themsel ves down into the water,
and beguan erecping forwand with  the
stealthy noiselessness of iheir Iodian nnd
paanther-humting for } Their f‘_-d
stops did not make a break in the rushing
noise of the waler, and they hugged the
durk left bank 50 closely that they seemed
part of the swaying shadows of the hrush
and  wiseds,

Si amd Shorty trivd to follow as stealthily,
bt it seewned that the splash they musde
IUSE aronse e rebwls, i

Brice Wall slipped around the ragged
elze et by the water in the rebwel bank, amil
peered cantiously right and left. To the
right there was to one for some distancs.
Apparenily, at its lood the water had swejt
over there, and left a thick Iayer of than
mud, which made it untenable for those
stationed there. A log had been placed
transversely, to stop entilading shols, and
probably the rebwls were boehind  that,
either watching their front, or else suc-
cumbing to weariness anil sleep.  Nearby
on the left lay a man with his gun-barrel
thrust through the crack under the head-
log, He had been watching a chance for a
shot, w;u'n he had been u\';‘-l‘{_-umtl with
intense fatigue, and gons to sleep.

“Hit's lﬁyliaun Simms,” Brice Wolfl

back to the others. “Wils,
Jump him, but don't

I'se yvour bayonet.”

whisperad
there's your man.
make 10 noise,

Wilson Brooks, the third in line, swung
himself noiselessly up on to the bank and
lay there for an instant, as if he was one of

the defenders of the line. Then, as the
others crept onward he edgead over toward
his enemy, and suddenly rising, plunged
his bavonet through the sleeping man's
buck, gank to the carth again. and crawled
over o rejpin his companions.

He eams to them. halted in a elump of
weeds and briars growing out of the rank
soil by the edge of the swale,

“I sent him the trip,” he said in a low
drawl. “He never kicked. Didn't know
what hurt him. Baz, wyour man, Cap
Wines, is a-setlin’ over thar on a rock,
fast asleep.”

“I've done seed him,” said Peters, sig-
nificantly.

“And your'n, Eph, Tomps Young, is a-
settin on another rock ter his right, fast
asleap, too."

_“I've done seed him,” said Eph, bringing
his gun to his shoulder.

“And thar's mine,” said Brice Wolf, with
the flerce. low hiss of a rattlesnake, “Thar's
Majah Ben Whitehouse, a-settin behind
them thar twin vaks. ButI'm not agwine
ter shoot him. I wanl him ter know jist
who sends him ter ole Beelzebub. an’ what
hit was fur, an’ ter carry my picture along
with him, ter remember me when he's a
roastin’. Don't none of yo' shoot vit fur
a minuls or two.  1I'm a-gwine right up ter
him, an’ waken him, an sock my bayonet
inter him."

He got down and erawled up near to
where the Major sat behind the trees dozing
Then he stood up before his victim, and
brought the butt of his musket down on a
dry branch at his feet with such force as to
break it. The Mujor started, rubbed his
eyes and awoke,  Notrecognizing the form
before him he said:

“What are vou doing awny from the
lines? Go back 1o your place at once, and
stay there.” '

“L'ain’t a-gwine back, Majnh Ben White-
house,” said the Tenuesseean in a savage
whisper, “but you're s-gwine whar vou
didn’t expect ter, yo' murderin’ villiin
Hit's me. Brice Wolf. what yo' tucked up
an' licked like vo' would a bluck nigger
Know me, now, yo'devil's imp?” 7

The Majur instinctively reached for his
revolver, but as his hand touched the
holster, Brice Wolf drove his hayonet
through him with such force that the point
entered the hard wood behind and pe-
mained firmly fixed. Brice twisted the
gun out of the bayonet, and strode back
towand the rest.

“This_is too much like cold-blooded
murder,” said Si, who had besn rangring his
boys, as they came up, where they could

open fire on the rear of the rebel line. |
can't stand it. I won't stand it. T beligvea

in givin’ even rebels a chance for thejr
lives, Hooray for Injianny!” he shouted
at the top of his voice. “Hooray for the
200th Injianny Volunteer Infantry, Wake
up, rebels, we're onto you.”

With that Le fired into the rebel line and
the rest followed his example, ilusi!
Peters and Eph Young fired with deadly
aim upon their victims, and the whaole of
Co. Q came streaming up the guleh, fol.
lowed by the other companies, while tha
rest of the brigade, at first opened fire from
their fronts, but then seeing the fight going
on in rear of the rebel lines, sprang forward
made their way through the abatis, and
speedily joined the 200th Ind., which was
running the surprised and discomfited
rebels ek to their second line, where fresh
trbops were rushing to their assistance as
fast as they could be roused.

Realizing, with quick soldierly instinet
that they had gone as far as they could, the
vrigade gatherssl up their prisoners, and
fell back to the line they had just captured
for protection against the increasing \'ulumé
of tire pourad upon them,

A few steps from the works Eph Young
fell like a tog with a shot through his head
and Brice Wolf fell almost on top of him,
from a bullet through his chest, Shorty
und Buasil Pelers picked him up and carrjed
him over the bank to shelter. Si staved
outside until he was sure all his boys were
back, and then leaped over, and began
helping the rest “turn the works" and put
them in shape for facing the other way,
The early morning dawned before they got
this completed, and then Si and Shorty
I_w_-gml; t take an aceount of what had hap-
mlli‘ .

They found Brice Wolf lying motionless
on the ground, and brought the Surgeon to
him, who forced a little stimulant into his
mouth and revived him.

“He can’t live but a little while,” said the
Surgeon; “there’s no use taking him back.”
“What's that you say, Mister, that I'm a-
dyin'?" feebly inquired Wolf.

“Yes, I'm very sorry tosay that you have
only a few minutes more to live, Any-
thing that you waunt tosay?”

“1 done killed Majah Ben Whitehovse for
sho', didn't I7" asked Brice,

~ “Yes, you certainly killed him,” said
Shorty. “He's settin' right over there
where he was when you struck himn, You
kin see him from here."

Jugged banks, that would a good pro-
tection to

those erawling up, from the fire

“Raise me up an let me see him,” whis.

SNNERSGens, one |

persl Briee, “Yes, thar he i8," he cone
tinued, with the Lght of vengennce in his
eves, “Thar he st as I thought. [
was  hall-afearsd P'd dreesmed hit, Td
drenmesd hit a0 y afore | wus able ter do
hit, resd e elrenmed hit agin,
Lay me down sgin,  Good-lw ®
(To be continued.)

IN THE PHILIPPINES.
Americans Pushing lbc i-nsurgells in All

Directions,

a n foree of
mated al B0, attacked
parnison of 200wt Vigan, provinee of
| Sonth Hocos, The Ameriean loss was
teight killed amd many wounded. Aftep
| hurd fighting the Fiipinos wepe driven
!'.;_T and through the mountins, leaviug
a5 demul,
| A spedial enblegram from Hongkong

w. 5 osaid that Filipines thers nnnounca
that Aguinaldo is resdy o surrender if
Consal Wildman will receive himat Manila,
The dispateh adds tmt the Filipine Junta
atl Honerkonge wu wmmieition with
Agninakdo lnst week, ood adivsed him to
throw himself on the merey of the Lnited
Sy,

Dispaitelios fraom Manils Dee. 7 stated tha s
expectation of dulching Agunialdo in the
naorth  huad practically  abnndoned

On Des insnrgents, esth

the Americin

s in o

and the probahb now I8 ilat H-'\\-‘Inl
turn southward if he is not already there,
with his destination Cavite Province. hia
home, where the insurrection began, and
wi it atill has its grentest slrengrth,

re e S000 insurgents before Imuos
and Bacoor, Keeping the Ameri
ing on their arms, and nighil
atingk.
1on.
The dispatches nlao stated that the
Ameriean furdes in the ngrth have separated
into many small commands, and are pur-
sning bands of Filipinos., (Gen. Mae-
Arthuris engnged in clearing the mountain

L s lewipe
ie i awmbhing
The Fiipinos Luave several cane

country west of the Manili-Dagnipian
Railrond. Gen. Grant is moving from
Angeles towarnd Subig with 400 men. Col.

Bell is sweeping south from Mangatarem,
Col. Hood with the i6th regiment and
cavalry, and Gen. Lawton, with a lorca
from San Isidor, are operating againsd
Gien. Pilar's army in the San Mateo Valley.
Maj. Batchelor, with a battslion of the
Z4th Inf., is making a daring expadition.
Ha left Bayomhouﬁ, province of Neuvis
Vizcaya, to march through Cagayvan Val-
ley to the north coast of Luzon, intending
to reach Aparri at the mouth of Cagayan
River, the most important northern geaport

of the island. When he arrlves at Aparri
he will find a gunboat awaiting him.
On the same date Otis el after &

week’'s campaign in the interior, thas
Young reported his arrvial at Vigan on the
avening of the 5th, having encountersd a
force of the enemy at Nar 1, 12 miles
south of the city, whom he drove to the
eastward of the same into Ban Quentin
Canyan. His troops are now pressing
them The country is extremely
rough and sirongly intrenched. casg-
ualties were one Killed and 12 wounded,
wounds mostly slight. Enemy left in
trenches 25 dead, a few rifles, several thous
sand rounds small ammunitions, and 40
shrapnel.

(ien. Otia’s dispatch on Deo. B did not co-
incide with the previous view of corre-
spondents that there was little expectation
of cnﬁturing Aguinaldo. He stated that
Col. Hare, of the 33d Inf., took Bangued
on Dec. 5, and was in pursuit of the in-
surgents on the road southwest to Impamo.
thenee to Bontoe, by which route A guinaldo
and 300 insurgenis are supposed 1o be re-
treating with the American prisoners,
The town of Bontoe lies in the mountai
fastness about 50 or 60 miles southeast
Vigan.

This indicated that Aguinaldo had been
headed off to the northward for the firsé
time, and compelled to reirace his steps
toward the south, It was stated thatin his
lire of march was a consgiderable Ameri-
can force at Bayvombong: to the westward
uf that point Wheaton's foree, and to the
enst of ]Bn_\'omlumg' an almost impassible
mountain range; Young behind himg
Col. Hare close in his rear.

On Dec. 9 dispatehes from Manila stated
that Gen. Gregoria de Pilar, commanding
Aguinaldo’s body-gnard, was killed by
Maj. Peyton C. Mare's battalion of the 35d
Inf., in a fight 18 miles northwest of Cer-
vantes, Dec.

PERSONAL.

The President has directed that o Con-
gressional medal of honor be prosented
to Col.J. Franklin Bell, 36th [7. S. Vals., for
most distinguished gallantry Sept. b, 1889,
near Porae, Luzon.  Col. Bell, seeing thata
number of insurgents were aboul to es-
cape from his scouts, who were pursuing
them, rode rapidly forward salone, inter-
cepted them, and though at least 114) vards
in advance of his own men. scaticrod the
msurgents. captured a Captain and two
privates, and finally brought atouut the
surrender of the entire pariy all in the
face of a fire from the concealid eneiay.

Maj.-Gen. W. B. Franklin, for many
vears President of the National Board of
Managers for the Home for Dissibled Volun-
teers, has resigned on account of advaneing
uge and ill-hewslth.

A story is being extensively published
that Maj. John A, Logan was killed by his
own men. The story goes thai Logun had
made himself very unpnrui;u' withihis men,
and this culminated in his ordering a dog,
which was the mascot of one of the com-
panies, to be thrown overbourd, while on
the trunsport, hecause the dog had whipped
a bull-dog which was Logan's property and

pet. The family strenuously deny the
story. =
THE COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS.

The Omaha Bee says, editorially:

The widespread dissatisflaction respect-
ing the regulations of the Pension Office
it has been very clearly shown the Com-
missioner is not responsible for. That
official has inviled the most thorough in-
vestigation of the regulations and has
shown in a way that should convince all
fair-minded men that the greatesi care
has been taken to fulfill the requirements
of the laws as they have been consirued
by the Department and to deal justly with
deserving applicants for pensions. That
there has been delay in passing upon ap-
plications is unquestionably true, but this
was necessury for the protection of the
Government. The Commissioner of Pen-
gions is ealled upon to consider the interests
of the Government as well as those of the
claimants for pensions, and in order that no
wrong be done the Government a thorough
investigation of all claims is necessary.
That here has been any delay except as
required by such investigation hus not been
shown and probably cannot be,

This is absolulely incorrect. The Coms
missioner of Pensions is distinetly and
nnmistakably responsible for all the ob-
structive regulations in the Pension Bureau.
They are the work of Willinm Lochren con-
finued and improved on by Henry Clay
Evans. This has been shown up a thou-
sand times in the most convincing way.
The G.A.R. Commiitee on Pensions have
found it so, and so reported to each of the
three National Encampments held since
Mr. Evans entered office. -~ The report to the
Philadelphia National Encampment was a
crushing arraignment of Evans's mal-
administration.

Nor is it true that the Commiftees’ in-
vestigalion exonerated Mr. Evans. It was
just the reverse. The Committee at ils last
vigit found abundant testimony to sustain
all the allegations made against the Com-
missioner, and laid this before the Presi-

dent.

— e
THE Espana Moderna of Madrid sweetly
expeects that *American civilization, whisky
and wholesale slaughter” will solve yn
Cuban question by killing off the unfe
sirable elements.

Send in your clubs now. Yon
have a chance at that S500 for
every name sent in, See page S.




